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	STURMINSTER MARSHALL PARISH COUNCIL PLANNING COMMITTEE

Minutes of the Meeting of the Planning Committee held on Thursday 4th June 2026 at 7.30pm at the Memorial Hall

Present: Cllr Fookes  (Chair), Cllr Steel, Cllr Jackson, Cllr Weaver, Cllr Cade, Cllr Palmer, Cllr Seare

Also present: Mrs A Clothier (Clerk), 

APOLOGIES 

Cllr Purtill

DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
Cllr Seare declared an interest in P/LBC/2026/00262

MINUTES
The minutes from the previous meeting on 7th May 2026 were approved. 

ONGOING MATTERS

The Planning Committee Membership was confirmed as Cllr Fookes (Chair), Cllr Seare (Vice Chair), Cllr Cade, Cllr Palmer, Cllr Jackson, Cllr Purtill, Cllr Weaver and Cllr Steel.

PLANNING APPLICATIONS


P/CLE/2026/02552 Pinecroft Rushall Lane, Sturminster Marshall, BH16 6AJ
	Decking built in 2014 to the side of the house when coming out of the kitchen to 	make the most of area that was on slopping land. Small area of decking also built at 	bottom 	of garden. Old fence was replaced at the same time that was falling down.
	NO OBJECTION

P/HOU/2026/02512 Henbury Manor, Dorchester Road, Sturminster Marshall, BH21 3RL
	Remove existing conservatory and replace with orangery
	NO OBJECTION

P/LBC/2026/02262 Almer Manor , West Almer Access To West Almer Farm, Profell Cottage Almer 		Manor Lane
		Conversion and extension of agricultural buildings to form farm shop and café with 		ancillary covered picnic area. Convert barn into office and storage
		OBJECTION
		Sturminster Marshall Parish Council objects to this application for the following 		reasons:
· The Parish Council has significant concerns regarding the highway implications of the proposal. The site is accessed from the A31 via a rural access road which is narrow in places. This stretch of the A31 has seen a number of serious traffic accidents, including fatalities. The introduction of a farm shop and café is likely to generate a substantial increase in vehicle movements throughout the day, particularly at weekends and during holiday periods.
· In addition, it must be made clear granted that access to the site via Mapperton is not permitted and that appropriate measures are put in place to prevent such use.
· The Parish Council is concerned by the proposed extended opening hours on Fridays and Saturdays. The later operating hours have the potential to increase traffic movements, noise and disturbance within this rural area, particularly during the evening when surrounding residents would reasonably expect a quieter environment.
· Should planning permission be granted, the Parish Council considers it essential that a condition is imposed requiring the cessation of the wedding venue operation. The local road network, access arrangements and rural character of the area would not be able to accommodate both uses operating concurrently. Without such a restriction, there is a risk of cumulative impacts that have not been fully assessed within the application.
· At the time of submitting these comments, the Conservation Officer's observations were not available on the planning portal. The Parish Council notes that the proposal relates to a sensitive historic environment involving listed buildings and a conservation area. The Council would support any specialist recommendations made by the Conservation Officer and requests that careful consideration be given to the impact of the proposal on the significance, setting and character of these heritage assets.
· The Parish Council notes the scale of the site and is concerned that approval of the current proposal could lead to further incremental expansion of commercial activities in the future. The Council would not wish to see the development become a destination attraction of a scale that is incompatible with the rural character of the area or which would place additional pressure on the local highway network. Any permission granted should therefore be tightly controlled and limited to the uses currently proposed.
For the reasons set out above, Sturminster Marshall Parish Council objects to application P/LBC/2026/02262.
	

TREE APPLICATIONS AND TPOS


			
PLANNING DECISIONS RECEIVED

P/CLP/2026/02219 3 Dullar Lane Sturminster Marshall BH21 4AD
	Formation of a hardstanding area.    
	 PERMISSION GRANTED


PLANNING DECISIONS AWAITED           
	
3/1998/1065	Henbury Plantation, Old Market Road				
3/2013/0962     	
3/2013/0963     	 
                         	
P/VOC/2026/01105 15 Churchill Close, Sturminster Marshall
	Demolish the garage, sever land and erect a dwelling with shared vehicular 	access 	and parking amended by P/NMA/2026/00559 (with variation of 	Conditions 2, 4, 8, 12, and 14 of Permission P/FUL/2024/01770 to amend the 	scheme by raising the roof to form a 2no bedroom dwelling, fenestration 	alterations, addition of roof lights and a high level window, and reposition the car 	parking)
	OBJECTION

P/HOU/2026/01689 1 Coombe Farm Cottages Poole Road Sturminster Marshall BH21 3RR
	Erect replacement porch, new garage, new windows and refurbishment
	NO OBJECTION

[bookmark: _Hlk130809042]APPEALS

P/FUL/2025/05793 The Ferns Poole Road Jubilee Cross Lytchett Matravers BH16 6AF
	Retained use of a dwelling (self build) with associated parking, shared vehicle turning 		on site and vehicular access off Poole Road

CORRESPONDENCE
· Planning Forum – 16th June

PARISH MATTERS


The meeting closed at 9.15pm

Signed…………………………………………………………………………Chairman. Dated………………………………….
	















































































































	
	
	



