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	STURMINSTER MARSHALL PARISH COUNCIL 
Minutes of the Meeting of the Full Council on Thursday 4th June 2026 at 7.30pm at the Memorial Hall
Present: Chair Cllr S Cade, Cllr L Seare, Cllr M Steel, Cllr T Weaver, Cllr J Jackson, Cllr J Croucher, Cllr H Palmer, Cllr H Fookes
Also in attendance: Mrs A Clothier (Parish Clerk), Dorset Councillor W Chakawhata
Apologies – Members of the Council.
Cllr L Purtill gave her apologies, and these were accepted.
dECLARations of interest
There were none.
MEMBERS OF PUBLIC – 4 members of the public were present.
· A resident referred to previous complaints regarding the football goalposts on the recreation ground and advised that, in their view, the issue remained unresolved. They stated that whilst the situation was generally controlled during organised football club activities, problems continued outside these times, with footballs still striking neighbouring vehicles. The resident asked whether the goal could be relocated further into the recreation ground or repositioned at a different angle to reduce the impact on nearby properties. It was noted that concerns regarding the location of the goalposts had first been raised in August 2022.
· A further resident commented that, although one of the goals had previously been moved further into the recreation ground, it was frequently moved back to its original position. 

Reference was made to a recent communication from the football club setting out guidance on how the goals should be repositioned after use. A resident advised that the club had indicated that this was the extent of the action it was able to take to address the matter
· A resident spoke regarding the planning application at Almer Manor. Particular concern was expressed about the access road from the A31, which was described as being effectively single-track in places. It was suggested that the traffic figures submitted in support of the application may not accurately reflect future vehicle movements, and the proposed café intended to remain open later at weekends.

The resident also referred to previous issues associated with noise and disturbance from the existing wedding venue and noted that the planning application indicated that the wedding business would cease operation if the café proposal proceeded. The resident asked whether this could be secured by way of a planning condition.

The resident noted that there had been a number of serious accidents on this stretch of the A31 and requested that these concerns be taken into account when the Parish Council considered its response to the application.

POLICE REPORT
No report. It was noted with disappointed that the Police did not attend the open meeting this year. 
Action: Clerk to write to David Sidwick PCC following regarding non-attendance, and to ask the Police for a new poster

MINUTES

The minutes of the Full Council Meeting held on 7th May 2026 were approved as true record of the meeting.
MATTERS ARISING

A report from the Clerk which had been circulated and is attached to these minutes as Appendix 3. Ongoing issues from the Clerks Report are:

i. Memorial Hall Registration
ii. Defibrillator at Jubilee Cross
AMENITIES AND FACILITIES

i. Playground – the baby swings have been oiled. The older children’s swing fixings were loose and these have been taken down until a repair can be sourced. A number of items of clothing have been left over there and there have been issues with litter. A member of the public was thanked for carrying out a litter pick at the playground. One of the railing struts has been broken again but has been bent back into place.
Action: Clerk to organise repair of swings
ii. Churchill Close Green 
a. To discuss complaint regarding footballs bouncing off vehicles – Cllr Steel had spoken to the football club but the issues are continuing. 
Action: Clerk to write to the football club about removing goals.
iii. Maypole – The Maypole will need to be replaced, and there are concerns about using the telegraph pole gifted to the Parish Council. Cllr Seare has spoken to the Charborough Estate about sourcing a tree, but they are unable to transport it. The Clerk and Cllr Seare will liaise to arrange the sourcing of a suitable tree.
Action: Clerk and Cllr Seare to liaise with Charborough Estate about sourcing a tree.
iv. Memorial Hall – 
a) The Parish Council considered the requests set out within the Memorial Hall Business Plan.

It was noted that Community Infrastructure Levy (CIL) funding could potentially be used to support the installation of solar panels at the Memorial Hall. Councillors discussed the need for appropriate monitoring arrangements and agreed that evidence of expenditure, including bank statements and supporting documentation, should be provided to form an evidence trail for the auditor. It was noted that CIL monies given for a particular project had to be spend on that project or returned.
Following discussion, it was proposed by Cllr Palmer and seconded by Cllr Fookes that a grant of £7,500 be awarded towards the installation of solar panels at the Memorial Hall. Upon being put to the vote, the proposal was carried.
Resolved: That a grant of £7,500 be awarded towards the installation of solar panels at the Memorial Hall.

The Parish Council agreed that the request for funding towards the replacement of the hall boiler would be considered at the July meeting.

Action: Clerk to seek advice regarding whether Community Infrastructure Levy (CIL) funding may be used towards the replacement of a boiler.
The Parish Council discussed the proposed Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) between the Parish Council and the Memorial Hall. It was noted that specialised legal advice would be required before any agreement could be considered. Two quotations had been sought, with one quotation received in the sum of £800. Cllrs also noted that initial concerns had been raised regarding elements of the draft wording. The Parish Council were supportive of the decision to progress to a CIO.

b) To update on progress on Memorial Hall land registration – O’Haras are progressing the registration of the land.
v. To discuss progress on the replacement/repair of benches

a) Millmoor – the new bench will be installed on 17th June.
b) Station Road –Repair on 17th June
vi. To discuss defibrillator request at Jubilee Cross – no update.
vii. To discuss progress on Community Asset Transfer of Charborough Way Green – no update.
viii. Book Box –the Guides have cleaned and tidied and were thanked for their hard work
Action: Clerk to ask handyman to paint the Book Box. Special paint to be used.
ix. Litter Bin between the High Street and Railway Drive. 
A resident has offered to purchase a bin but the Parish Council would still need to pay to empty it.  It was agreed to continue to monitor the situation to see if litter in this area is a problem
ENVIRONMENT

i. 
Climate Change Action Plan – no update
TRAFFIC & TRANSPORT


i. A31 / A350 and Related Matters – travelling north on the A350, the 30mph road sign before the SID is obscured by vegetation. 
Action: Clerk to report obscured sign on A350 by SID
ii. 20mph Speed Limit Application – on going
iii. Jubilee Cross / Wimborne Road – on going
REPORTS

To receive reports from representatives of the following:

           
 i 
Alms House Charity – the Almshouse Charity had resolved to proceed with the 


replacement of the wet room. It was noted that the Charity intended to submit a grant 

application to Dorset Council to assist with the cost of the works.
ii. Memorial Hall –an open meeting of the Memorial Hall will take place on 9 July 2026.

iii
DAPTC – A report was received from the recent DAPTC AGM. Discussions had included 

local government devolution and engagement with local communities. 



Cllrs were asked to review the motions and forward any comments or views to the 

Clerk to assist in formulating the Council's response.


An update was also provided regarding the Community Conversations initiative and 

cluster working arrangements.

iv.
Flood Wardens – the flood wardens will meet in September. Cllr Fookes is working on 

updating the Flood Plan. 
iv. School – No formal report was received.

The role of link Governor for the school remained vacant and it was agreed that this should be pursued.

Concerns were raised regarding persistent parking on the zig-zag markings outside the school. This is occurring on a daily basis and agreed that the matter should be reported to the local police.
Action: Clerk to contact Police about parking at school
vii
Dorset Councillor – 

It was reported that, at the Dorset Council AGM, Cllr Nick Ireland had indicated that he would assist with matters relating to White Mill Bridge. Cllr Chakawhata advised that he would follow this matter up.


An update was received regarding the Julian's Bridge traffic management trial. Early indications suggested that traffic levels within Wimborne had reduced and that the route was operating more safely. Traffic monitoring was continuing as part of the trial.


A petition relating to the Dullar Lane crossroads had received support, including from Cllr Chakawhata.

An update was also provided regarding the Section 19 Flood Investigation Report, which it was understood should be produced within nine months. 


Further concerns remained regarding Old Market Road, and it was reported that an additional update would be provided when available.


Issues relating to police visibility and presence were not unique to the parish and were similarly being experienced in Wimborne Town.

FINANCE
i. Accounts for payment.  To receive invoices and approve payments as per Schedule of payments. See Appendix 4. It was RESOLVED to APPROVE the payments with all in agreement. 
ii. To receive the monthly bank reconciliation– the monthly bank reconciliation, budget report was received, noted, and agreed. 
iii. To discuss advertising of grants for 2026/27 – emails have been out to local organisations, and an article will be put into the newsletter.
iv. To consider proposal to move to a new WordPress website – it was noted that the Parish Council website is currently experiencing technical difficulties which will be resolved by moving to a new Word Press site. Due to the problems experienced, Vision ICT have agreed to reduce the cost of the new website from £1200 to £250. This was resolved with all in agreement
v. To confirm return of Community Speedwatch equipment – it was confirmed that this had been returned to Dorset Police.
vi. Cyber Insurance – the insurer has confirmed that, due to the size of the Parish Council and the amount of information retained, cyber insurance is not needed.
vii. Football Club Licence – as above the Clerk will write to to the football club to ask them to resolve the issues with the football goals. The licence renewal will be sent out after this has been resolved.
INTERNAL AUDIT

i. To receive the report from the internal auditor – the recommendations of the auditor were discussed and will be resolved in the financial year.  Overall, it was noted that this was a positive report and thanks were given to the Clerk for the work on the Parish Council accounts.
EXTERNAL AUDIT

i. To confirm there is no conflict of interest with BDO - it was confirmed that there was no conflict of interest with BDO and the form was signed.
ii. To approve the Annual Governance Statement for 2025/26 – It was proposed to approve the Annual Governance Statement for 2025/26 with all in agreement. RESOVLED to APPROVE.
iii. To approve the accounting statements for 2025/26 It was proposed to approve the Accounting Statements for 2025/26 with all in agreement. RESOLVED to APPROVE
iv. To confirm the period for the Exercise of Public Rights The Exercise of Public Rights was confirmed for 16th June – 27thJuly
CORRESPONDENCE

· An enquiry had been received from a resident regarding the hedge on the High Street opposite the school. The matter had been referred to Dorset Highways, who had investigated the issue.

· Information relating to the Dorset FA Pitch Power Survey had been received and forwarded to the Football Club for consideration.

· A request for vegetation to be cut back along Green Lane had been forwarded to Dorset Highways.

· The Citizens Advice Bus will be returning to the village in September.

· The Parish Council had successfully achieved the Local Council Award Scheme Bronze Award. The Parish Council welcomed the achievement and thanked those involved in the application process.

· Concerns had been raised regarding the volume of traffic using White Mill Bridge as a result of the closure and traffic management arrangements associated with Julian's Bridge. The matter continued to be monitored.

· It was reported that gate to Footpath 1 had been found to be locked. The matter had been reported to Dorset Council's Rights of Way team for investigation.
PARISH MATTERS 
· Jubilee Tree – it was noted that there was no damage from BBQ on the Green

· Charborough Way – Parish Council to ask Dorset Council to tidy up before handing this over

· Cups and trophies – will be returned to the filing cabinet. 

The Parish Council meeting was suspended at 20.48pm whilst the Planning Committee took place. See minutes 4th June 2026 for details.

The Parish meeting re-convened at 21.15pm
DATE AND TIME OF NEXT MEETING – Thursday 16th July 2026 at 7.30pm
There being no other business the meeting closed at 21.15
Signed ___________________________________Chairman 16th July 2026

	
	


Clerks Report 04.06.26

	Minute Number
	Topic
	Action
	Progress

	9th January Minute 8 (iv)
	Environment
	Clerk to query Mapperton Ditch with Community Highways Officer
	This is on the highways works list of jobs for this financial year. 

	9th January Minute 9 (ii)
	Traffic and Transport
	Speed sign on Mill Lane
	This is on the highways works list of jobs

	5th June Minute 7
	Amenities
	Memorial Hall Registration
	On main agenda.

	17th July Minute 7
	Amenities and Facilities
	Clerk to confirm contractor to replace Maypole
	SSE has supplied a new telegraph pole and delivered to contractors. Clerk has queried load bearing aspect with the insurance company and awaiting response.

	17th July Minute 7
	Traffic and Transport
	To move forwards with 20mph application including online consultation
	Sturminster Marshall is in Round 5 of the 20mph schemes and we expect to hear more by the end of the year. 

	4th September Minute 8
	Asset Transfer
	Clerk to contact Dorset Council about the transfer of Charborough Way Green
	Awaiting outcome of consultation. 



	2nd October Minute 8
	Jubilee Cross Defibrillator
	Clerk to investigate grant funding towards a defibrillator at Jubilee Cross.
	Lytchett Motors are looking into crowd sourcing possibilities 

	4th December

Minute 9
	Traffic and Transport
	Clerk to report white lines at Church Corner and A31 surfacing.
	White lines raised again with the Community Highways Officer

	8th January Minute 9 
	Traffic and Transport
	Jubilee Cross/Wimborne Road
	Ongoing – speed reduction out to consultation

	2nd April Minute 7
	Millmoor Bench
	Clerk to contact the landowner and place the order for the bench.


	Bench delivered and awaiting installation 

	2nd April Minute 8
	Flooding
	Clerk to update Emergency Plan
	Ongoing

	7th May Minute 9
	Police Report
	Police notice in the Memorial Hall to be updated
	Clerk to request updated poster

	7th May Minute 12
	Playground
	Clerk to arrange replacement of signs
	It was established that the broken signs related to Covid restrictions and did not need to be replaced

	7th May Minute 12
	Churchill Close Green
	Cllr Steel to speak to Football Club about moving goal posts. Clerk to follow up with email if necessary.
	Issue resolved

	7th May Minute 12
	Book Box
	Clerk to make a new notice for the Book Box and send to Cllr Seare
	Complete

	Other
	
	Bronze Award

Cyber Insurance


	Application resubmitted and Award received.

Following further investigation, it was confirmed that cyber insurance is not needed for a Parish Council of this size.




 Upcoming Training

DAPTC AGM – 30th May

[image: image1.emf]Schedule of Payments May payments ratified June

Payee Details Gross VAT Net Chq No. Invoice number

Barclays Account Fee £8.50 £0.00 £8.50

Vodafone April Phone Bill £32.19 £5.36 £26.83Direct Debit

Alison Clothier April Salary £1,330.24 £0.00 £1,330.24Standing Order

£1,370.93 £5.36 £1,365.57

Payee Details Gross VAT Net Chq No. Invoice number

Alison Clothier May expenses - mileage and Zoom subscription  £28.76 £2.80 £25.96 Transfer

Dorset Council Pension Fund Clerks Pension for  May £363.42 £0.00 £363.42

Transfer

HMRC National Insurance and Income Tax May £285.25 £0.00 £285.25

Transfer

TGS Grass Cutting £533.00 £0.00 £533.00

Transfer

10

NALC Local Council Award Scheme Accreditation Fee £96.00 £16.00 £80.00

Transfer

820503

Sturminster Marshall Memorial HallRent of Room £51.00 £0.00 £51.00 Transfer SMMH5269

Vision ICT  Website Hosting and support 2026-2027 £185.44 £30.91 £154.53 Transfer 22066

Alan Breakwell 2025/26 Internal Audit £650.00 £0.00 £650.00 Transfer

£2,192.87 £49.71 £2,143.16

Payments made

Payments to be made
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